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Washington State Association of 
the Deaf (WSAD) hosted a  
mini-conference “Roundtable” on 
June 5th at Highland Community 
Center in Bellevue, Washington. 
This was open for the public to sit 
in a circle to participate and share 
concerns for WSAD to support the 
Deaf Community better. 
 
The mini-conference started with 
the presentation about WSAD and 
how State Association works with 
National Association of the Deaf 
(NAD) and the Deaf Community. In 
1909, the deaf people from across 
Washington State founded WSAD 

at Washington School for the Deaf 
(WSD) in Vancouver. Before the 
first conference, WSD 
Superintendent Thomas Clarke 
invited deaf people to WSD to 
focus on Deaf Rights. They 
traveled by horses, locomotives, 
and ferries and even on foot to 

(Continued on page 11) 

WSAD Mini-Conference 

Save the DATE on June 9 – 12, 2011!   

WSAD welcomes you all to experience the rich diversity, spectacular 
beauty, and friendly service that have made Warm Beach Camp the 
premiere conference and retreat destination for the Pacific Northwest. 
Warm Beach Camp in Stanwood has the facilities, recreational  
options, and food services to make all the difference to your group.   
You can check their website:  www.warmbeach.com for more  
information on their recreation options.  We are going to keep our  
ambition to have fun for every individual as single, family, CODA,  

Senior Citizen and more...(Credited by Warm 
Beach website copied/pasted)  This time, we 
would like to try camping arrangement for our 
conference. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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WSAD board officers selected me as new Vice President of External Affairs 
last June 5th at WSAD mini-conference.  I am honored to be able to give my 
leadership skills to the deaf community.  I will be overseeing mostly Public 
Relation which WSAD’s areas need to be work on.  For example, we will be 
working on WSAD website makeover and improvement.  We selected Sheila 
Jackson is WSAD’s fundraising coordinator who she will be working closely 
with me for the fundraising events.  You will be hearing some more events in 
the near coming future.  I will implementing some kind of leadership & Youth 
training,  oversee the conference, watchdog committee and Communication 
committees. 

 Greetings! 
From Communication Committee Chair  
by Kellie McComas 
 
I attended to WSAD’s mini-conference and learned what public expected from 
us, especially WSAD’s public relation needs to be improving.  My top priority is to 
work on WSAD website to meet their prospect expectation.  WSAD board  
officers approved some funds for WSAD website make-over.  I have had a few 
meetings to work with some high skilled web designers, Suey Harbeson and  
Jason Smith.  I am excited to get this project launch.  If you have any ideas or 
feedbacks, please email me at ccc@wsad.org. 
 
I am thrilled to let you all know that Erin Thomas is our new WSAD newsletter 
editor and she will be in training through the year. 

Communication committees is key for WSAD’s PR and want to mention who they 
are:  Suey Harbeson, Julia Petersen, Estie Provow, Larry Schoenberg, Jason 
Smith & Erin Thomas. 

Another public desire is:  Fun!  Fun!  Fun!  Of course, we will make it fun for you 
all... 

New Vice President of  
External Affairs (VPE) 

mailto:ccc@wsad.org�


  

 
Greetings!   
 
It is about time to release this newsletter to 
WSAD community, WSAD affiliates and friends 
of WSAD for the year of 2010. On behalf of 
Washington State Association of the Deaf, we 
deeply apologize for not being able to get the 
newsletters out as often we wished. WSAD 
would love to collect articles from across the 
state.  Each one of you are more than 
welcome to write an article to share your 
experience, encounters, adventures and 
anything that you wish to share in the 
newsletter. Affiliates of WSAD are also 
welcomed to post their contact information and 
advertise their upcoming events.  This can 
broaden the awareness of what’s going on in 
your Evergreen State!  If you wish to have 
something published in WSAD’s newsletter, 
you can send it to WSAD’s Editor. 
 
Since the 2009 WSAD Conference, we have 
been through some changes with our internal 
and external image of WSAD. As the president 
of WSAD, I would like to liven up WSAD’s 
image to bring in a different light. Last June at 
Highland Community Center in Bellevue, we 
hosted a mini-conference open to the public.  
The attendees included non-members, 
members, representatives from few of the 16 
deaf volunteer organizations, deaf centers, 
school districts and Office of the Deaf and 
Hard-of-Hearing. Everyone had the opportunity 
to voice what was felt needed for WSAD’s 
attention. We all had good discussions on 
each issue that was brought up and finalized to 
what the five top priorities that WSAD should 
focus on.  They are improve deaf education, 
provide better leadership for deaf teenagers/
deaf youths (between 18 to 25 years old), to 
have an extreme makeover of WSAD’s 
website (that’s definitely true!), to hire a 
lobbyist to monitor any legislative actions 
related to deaf issues, and FUN, FUN, FUN! It 

was just learned that because we are a 
nonprofit organization, we can’t hire a lobbyist 
but can have a “watchdog” to watch for any 
new legislative bills.  WSAD Communication 
Committee is now in the process of renovating 
the website. WSAD is also involved with the 
deaf education issues and looking into different 
plans for deaf teenagers and deaf youth 
leadership. 
 
Last January, I learned how the legislators in 
Olympia work the bills quickly. I had to take a 
day off to attend a legislative hearing early 
morning to give my presentation statewide to 
protect Washington School for the Deaf from 
transferring from Governor’s Office to Office of 
Supt. Of Public Instruction (OSPI). Look for the 
article about this in this newsletter. I would like 
to thank Larry Petersen and Allie Joiner for 
teaching me about how the legislative works.  I 
hope that each one of you know who your local 
representatives are and you can contact them 
to schedule an appointment to educate them 
about our deaf rights. They would appreciate 
and will listen to what is needed in your 
community that can also affect deaf community 
statewide. Please feel free to ask us how to 
contact your local representatives or you can 
check the website: www.leg.wa.gov to find 
your local reps. 
 
Over the summer, WSAD hosted an ASLFilms 
show “Gerald” and a BBQ Blast party. About 
110 people went to see the movie and almost 
80 people went to the BBQ party.  Comments 
were made that everyone had a good time and 
look forward to more fun events.  Check 
WSAD’s website or Facebook for any 
upcoming events!  Not only is WSAD 
fundraising from the fun events, there are also 
WSAD products for sale such as water bottles, 
t-shirts, and traveler’s mugs. If interested in the 
products, please contact one of the boards. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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WSAD President’s Corner by Dino Christianson 
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WSAD needs you! 
 

Volunteers for  
Conference. 

 
Contact WSAD 

Conference 2011 
Chair Vijay at 

deafvj1@aol.com 

WSAD President cont 
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National Association of the Deaf 
(NAD) had its 50th biennial 
conference in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania from July 5th to 10th, 
2010. As the president of WSAD, I 
was automatically a delegate for NAD 
conference. There were five groups: 
four state association regions and a 
group of organizational affiliates 
(organizations, agencies and deaf 
clubs from different states). We were 
in Region IV representing 12 western 
states (Alaska’s state association 
dissolved). Each state sent their 
delegates to NAD conference. I met a 
lot of presidents from different state 
associations during the caucus 

meetings to discuss the 37 proposed 
priorities and narrow them down to 
20. Montana had 160 active 
members, Hawaii had 28, Idaho had 
25, Florida had 1,200 and California 
had more than 2,000! Our state had 
77 as of June 2010. How did some of 
the states get large number of 
memberships? They said they 
counted their affiliated organizations’ 
members as their members. Maybe 
we can do the same. 

 

The elected NAD Boards for 2010-
2012 are Bobbie Beth Scoggins      
(re-elected President) and 
Christopher Wagner (re-elected Vice 
President), Michael Michner 
(Treasurer), and Sheri Farinha 
(Secretary). Our Region IV 

(Continued from page 3) 

WSAD Board meeting 
When:  December 4th, Saturday 
 
Time:     9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 
Where:  Lighthouse Christian Center 

     3409 23rd Street SW 
     Puyallup, WA 98374 

Everyone is  
WELCOME! 

L—R: James “Dino” Christianson, Bobbie 
Beth Scoggins, John Evans at NAD 
 Conference in Philadelphia, PA 

(Continued on page 11) 
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International Congress on the Education of the Deaf 2010 (ICED) 

Posted to the home page 
today (Blogs): http://
www.nad.org/blogs/james-
tucker/iced-2010-update 
 
Submitted by James Tucker 
on Thu, 08/19/2010 - 15:02 
 
The 21st International  
Congress on the Education of 
the Deaf (ICED) held in  
Vancouver, British Columbia 
on July 18-22, 2010 drew 
over 800 participants from 62 
countries. MSD Board mem-
bers Barbara Raimondo,  
Esquire, Dr. Cynthia Neese-
Bailes, Dr. Angela McCaskill 
and I along with 84 other 
Americans attended the  
Congress. The first ICED was 
held in 1878 in Paris, France 
and is now held every five 
years. Today, ICED is  
perhaps the most recognized 
international conference for 
educators and researchers 
working with deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals. 
 
The theme of the Vancouver 
Congress was “Partners in 
Education” and the 2010 
ICED Organizing Committee 
took this to heart. The British 
Columbia Deaf Community, 
led by former MSD assistant 
principal and teacher Wayne 
Sinclair, and the 2010 ICED 
Organizing Committee       
together produced a historic 
document titled “A New Era: 
Deaf Participation and  
Collaboration”. 
 
This New Era Accord         
basically rejects all          
resolutions passed at the 
1880 ICED at Milan, Italy and 

promotes the use of sign  
languages and Deaf citizens’ 
participation in decision-
making in all aspects of their 
lives. The Milan Resolutions 
had favored the pure oral 
method and suppression of 
sign language. The New Era 
Accord and the full ICED  
conference program are 
posted on the official 2010 
ICED website address: 
www.iced2010.com. 
 
Initially, there was some   
uncertainty about the logistics 
of how the ICED Organizing 
Committee would reject the 
Milan Resolutions as ICED is 
not a typical organization. It 
does not have officers, a  
constitution, nor by-laws. But, 
the ICED Organizing  
Committee joined forces with 
the global deaf community 
and produced an               
unprecedented document 
that hopefully will reverberate 
in the halls of governments, 
universities, and schools all 
over the world. 
 
The New Era Accord was 
announced at the opening 
ceremonies and was met with 
much celebration and tears, 
and then the Accord was 
again celebrated at the     
closing ceremonies. The 
World Federation of the Deaf  
president Markku Jokinen (of 
Finland) participated in both 
ceremonies, giving a moving 
speech at the close of the 
Congress. 
 
I arrived in Vancouver one 
day before the start of the 
Congress to attend an all-day 

Leaders Summit. It was held 
at the Wosk Centre of  
Dialogue, a conference  
center operated by Simon 
Fraser University. Over 
eighty leaders in the field of 
deaf education were invited 
to “dialogue” on current    
issues and challenges in our 
field. A panel of students of 
diverse backgrounds  
contributed much to the  
discussions. The spirit of  
listening to and respecting 
differing points of views  
carried over to the Congress. 
 
The seven main topics at the 
Congress were: Early  
Intervention, Language and 
Literacy, Sign Languages 
and Deaf Culture,  
Educational Environments, 
Technology in Education, 
Educating Learners with  
Diverse Needs, and Unique 
Challenges in Developing 
Countries. I had the honor of 
giving the opening keynote 
speech, “The Bedrock of 
Deaf Education in North 
America: Center Schools”. 
Ms. Raimondo coordinated a 
panel of presenters from 
Canada, Norway, South  
Africa, and the United States 
who each gave a             
presentation on laws        
governing deaf education. 
She also gave the presenta-
tion on U.S. laws. Dr. Neese-
Bailes presented papers on 
“Deaf Pre-Service Teachers 
with Hearing Students:     
Reflective Journal Content” 
and “Language and Literacy 
Acquisition through Parental 
Mediation in American Sign 

(Continued on page 12) 

“The seven main  
topics at the  

Congress were: 
 

  Early Intervention, 
Language and  
Literacy, Sign  

Languages and Deaf 
Culture,  

Educational  
Environments,  
Technology in  

Education,  
Educating Learners 
with Diverse Needs, 

and Unique  
Challenges in  
Developing  
Countries.” 
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Conference facilities 

WSAD’s 50th Biennial Conference continue... 
 

Vijay Advani is chairperson for WSAD’s 50th Biennial Conference and you can 
email him if you have any questions, ideas, suggestion and want to volunteer to 
help with WSAD conference.  His email address is deafvj1@aol.com.  David 
Carter is Assistant Chairperson and he will be working close with Vijay to        
coordinate this event.  They need some volunteers to help and please contact 
them. 

Northwest people love being outdoor and we thought, why not we try to have 
camping format as our conference.  You can choice which do you prefer to 
sleep in RV or camping or one of retreat houses by registration.  The              
registration is underway developing and will be sending it to all in the public 
soon.  Here are some photos copied from Warm Beach website.  Please come 
to join with us and have fun! 

RV & Camping facilities 

Outdoor Education 

Retreat Houses 

“Northwest 
Deaf people 
love being  

Outdoor and 
we thought, 
why not we 
try to have  
camping  

format as our 
conference.”  

mailto:deafvj1@aol.com�
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The NAD Board of Directors 
selected John Patrick Evans 
during its recent meeting to fill 
the Region IV seat vacated by 
James “Manny” Johnson, who 
moved to Maryland. Evans will 
serve out the remainder of the 

term for this position (2008-2012). The NAD 
Board includes two members for each of the 
four regions of the U.S., who serve staggered 
four-year terms for their respective regions. 
 
“The NAD Board thanks Manny Johnson for 
his commitment and service. His enthusiasm, 
energy, and perspective from the eyes of deaf 
and hard of hearing youth in America will be 
missed. At the same time, we know he will 
always remain connected to the NAD,” said 
NAD President Bobbie Beth Scoggins. “We 
welcome John Evans who brings years of 
experience in the public service sector and 
vocational rehabilitation. His addition bolsters 
an already strong Board that is preparing for 
this summer’s 50th Biennial NAD Conference 
in Philadelphia.” 
 
One of three brothers in his family who are 
deaf, Evans is a 1977 graduate of the 

Washington State School for the Deaf. He 
attended Gallaudet prior to graduating at 
Seattle University in Public Administration and 
Human Resource Development. As a 
statewide Vocational Rehabilitation 
Administrator for Employer Relations, Evans 
has over 25 years of public service with the 
State of Washington where he has earned a 
reputation as a “notable contributor and 
model of exceptional public service” for 
promoting the community integration and 
employment of individuals with disabilities. A 
board member of the Washington State 
Association of the Deaf, John resides in 
Woodinville with his wife of 28 years Kathy, 
and their daughter Amanda. 

 
“To represent one’s peers with integrity, 
unwavering commitment to cause, a sense of 
urgency, and passion for success, is often said 
to be one of the greatest responsibilities a 
member of the community can undertake. It is 
my pleasure to embrace this challenge by 
joining the NAD Board on behalf of those we 
serve, and I will do my best to model the way, 
inspire a shared vision, challenge the process, 
enable others to act, and above all, encourage 
the heart,” said Evans. 

WSAD’s IRS status: 

*NAD Board Selects John P. Evans as Region IV Member* 

WSAD's finance Ad-hoc committees are James Christianson, Char     Parsley, 
Eric Raff and Joan Forshay and they are hard at work to provide final payment of 
the organizations taxes that are due with the federal      Internal Revenue Ser-
vice because WSAD has missed some filing annual tax returns for several years.  
To resolve the issue, WSAD has                retained Mike Izak, attorney-at-
law, on a pro-bono services contract to look into the situation, and will know 
soon. 

Copied & pasted from NAD website 
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Washington State Association of the Deaf, 
(WSAD) fund raising BBQ Blast was held on 
August 28th in Bloedel Donovan Park at Lake 
Whatcom, Bellingham, WA.   
The BBQ Blast has succeeded with 77 people 
(included 11 kids) and we have Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing coming from between Tacoma and 
Canada. All joined in and social with old/new 
friends.   Without WSAD’s loyal friends we 
won't success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
WSAD provided Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
Veggie burgers along with chips, cookies and 
drinks.   These food were delicious! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our so much grateful to Larry 
Petersen and Mike Izak for 
being our WSAD BBQ as our 
fabulous chefs to grill the 
hamburgers and hot dogs.  
 
 
 

The weather was amazed awesome perfect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Many thanks to Vijay and 
Veena Advani for taking 
some pictures of this event.  
My extend appreciation to Kellie McComas and 
Cindy McNeeley for the great team work 
and they have gone an extra mile!  Drawings 
were given out to 1st T-shirt & Mug, 2nd  
T-shirt and 3rd place Mug.  We, the WSAD 
wanted to extend our appreciation to those 
who came out and support the BBQ Blast, 
indeed was a blast!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

WSAD BBQ Blast!! by: Sheila Jackson 

Being silly… Kellie & Vijay Cindy McNeeley, Kellie 
McComas, Sheila Jackson 
& Vijay Advani 

Larry Petersen 

The kids participated to 
play varies different of fun 
games. 
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by Claudia Foy 
Chair of Education Ad-hoc Committee 

As mandated by House Bill 1987 (HB 1987) a 
new statewide agency, Center for Deafness and 
Hearing Loss (CDHL), now supervises  
Washington School for the Deaf. CDHL also  
provides statewide educational services to  
students in public and charter schools. Enacted 
in 2009, HB 1987 created a comprehensive  
education network for the Deaf, hard of hearing 
and deaf-blind children in the State of  
Washington. 
 
CDHL established two regional programs for 
Deaf, hard of  
hearing and deaf-
blind students who 
attend public 
schools. In addition, 
CDHL is building 
partnerships with 
school districts,  
educational  
agencies and  
birthing hospitals.  
 
The staff at CDHL is 
making sure that services are relevant to the 
needs of the public. It has called for core  
meetings with stakeholders, parents and  
members of the Deaf and hard of hearing  
community. The purpose was to gather their  
input regarding CDHL’s services. CDHL will  
release a report consisting of comments from 
core meetings in December 2010.  
 
Through the effort of the Governor's office,  
Senate Bill 6491 (SB 6491) was introduced in 
March 2010.  The bill, if enacted, would have 
called for the transfer of CDHL and Washington 
School for the Blind (WSB) to the Office of  
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI). On 
January 20, 2010, the Senate Committee on 
Early Learning and K-12 Education heard SB 

6491. A number of people from both the Deaf 
and blind communities attended the Committee 
meeting and testified against the bill. Members 
of the Deaf and blind communities stated if SB 
6491 were enacted, CDHL and WSB would no 
longer be independent agencies. Kathleen Drew 
from the Governor's office indicated the two  
reasons for the bill were cost efficiency and  
improved government service to the public. She 
also said that both schools, CDHL and WSB, 
need to be integrated more fully into the K-12 
service delivery system in order to better serve 

all Deaf and blind 
students.  
 
In the morning of 
January 23, 
2010, the  
Governor's office 
hosted a public 
forum on the 
Capitol campus 
in Olympia. Over 
100 Deaf and 
blind people, 

along with their friends and family members  
attended the forum. Kathleen Drew was at the 
meeting with a representative from OSPI. Ms. 
Drew mentioned that Deaf, hard of hearing and 
deaf-blind students would receive a continuum 
of OSPI services if CDHL were under OSPI. 
When asked, she could not identify those      
services. A lot of Deaf and blind adults made  
comments, as well as parents of Deaf children. 
Several comments were selected as follows: 
 
Larry Petersen, a renowned Deaf leader in 
Washington proclaimed that he had to come 
back from his retirement to fight for the cause of 

SB 6491 Came to a Halt 

(SB 6491 Came to a Halt 
Continued from page 12) 
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WSAD Hosts another ASL Films!! 
Come and have fun! 



Julie Rems Smario (California) 
and John P. Evans 
(Washington). Congratulations 
to John Evans! Nancy Bloch 
(Maryland) will retire as an 
executive director for 18 years 
after March 31, 2011. The new 
executive director is Howard A. 
Rosenblum from Illinois. 
 
Not only were there meetings 
and workshops, there were 
different events such as: Miss 
Deaf America pageant who is 
currently Rachel Mazique from 
Illinois, College Bowl 
competition that Gallaudet 
University won for the fourth 
time, and the big announcement 
that VRS can be used on 
iPhone. 
 
I was impressed on how NAD 

organized the conference. 
There were 6 attendees from 
Washington State; Dan 
Brubaker (member), Kyle 
Houston, Tyler DeShaw, John 
Evans (member), Mark 
Landreneau and myself. There 
were many friendly, intelligent, 
strong leaders from all over the 
USA. I am glad to have an 
enriching opportunity and 
experience to attend the NAD 
Conference.  I look forward to 
going to their next Conference 
in Kentucky in 2012. Hope you 
can join as a delegate and be 
part of the meetings.  Knowing 
Philadelphia is famous for their 
Philly cheesesteak, I had that 
for my last meal before I 
returned to the Evergreen State! 
 
Please save the dates from 
June 9th to 12th in 2011 for 
WSAD’s big 50th biennial 
conference at Warm Beach 
Christian Camp and Conference 

Center in Stanwood! We need 
volunteers to help organize this 
conference. If you are interested 
to be a part of this history, 
please contact our wonderful 
conference chairperson, Vijay 
Advani! We look forward in 
working together to have fun 
workshops, activities, and more 
surprises! Please continue to 
check www.wsad.org for the 
new look and any updates as 
well as following us in 
Facebook! 
 
Finally, we, the Board of WSAD, 
want to thank you for your 
support and donations to 
WSAD. We have 93 active 
members as of October 1, 2010. 
We can’t do anything without 
you! You are our most valuable 
people. Please come to 
WSAD’s 50th biennial 
conference. 
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attend. They shared their 
frustrations, needs and concerns that led to 
establish WSAD and its first conference. There 
were several pictures of that event to show the 
forum. This presentation helped all attendees 
know the purpose of State Association. 
 
Then, the forum was initiated to collect 
individual’s concerns. From the many concerns, 
they were narrowed down to the top 5 main 
concerns for WSAD to focus on: 

1.  Deaf Education: the quality of education 
for the deaf and hard-of-hearing students 
across Washington State 

2.  Deaf Teen/Youth: recruit youth for 
membership and future leaders 

3.  WSAD’s Website: needs ‘make-over’ 
4.  Lobbyist: monitor Washington state laws 

that affect Deaf rights 
5.  FUN! 

 
One of the five main concern is to host more 
events to have “FUN!” to enrich and further 
membership’s benefits. 
 
The mini-conference was filled with many good 
ideas. WSAD board wants to have stronger and 
better rapport with the Deaf community to 
preserve the Deaf’s quality of life and rights by 
retaining them for future deaf leaders. On behalf 
of WSAD, we deeply appreciated having you at 
the “Roundtable”. We hope to receive more 
input. 

     (Continued from page 1) 
 

WSAD President cont 

Mini-conf cont 

(Continued from page 4) 
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“It took 130 

years before 

the infamous 

Milan 

Resolutions 

were finally 

repudiated.”  

Language”. 
 
2010 ICED was my fourth Congress,  
having attended Tel Aviv, Israel in 
1995, Sydney, Australia in 2000, and 
Maastricht, The Netherlands in 2005. I 
wish to applaud the 2010 ICED  
Organizing Committee for hosting an 
outstanding conference. They put  
together a balanced conference  
program which brought together  
individuals from all across the  
ideological spectrum. All participants 
had full and equal access to all  
activities. No one was left out. There 
were deaf individuals on the 2010 
ICED Organizing Committee, and a 
greater number of deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals gave keynote 
speeches. 
 
It took 130 years before the infamous 
Milan Resolutions were finally  
repudiated. Although the New Era  
Accord may appear to be symbolic at 
the moment, we all know the power of 
words. The next Congress will be held 
in Patras, Greece in 2015; and time 
will tell if this symbolic deed will be 
translated into an era of renaissance 
for deaf people, sign languages, and 
deaf education everywhere. 
 
Article by James E. Tucker,              
Superintendent of the Maryland 
School for the Deaf, in the spring 2010 
issue of The Maryland Bulletin,        
reprinted with permission. 
 
 
 
(SB 6491 Came to a Halt 
Continued from page 9) 
 
Washington State Association of the 
Deaf (WSAD) President James 
Christianson asked the representative 

from OSPI about the Senate Bill  
enacted in 2006 requiring OSPI to  
create educational interpreter  
standards for Deaf, hard of hearing 
and deaf-blind children and youth. He 
asked for the status of those          
standards. The OSPI representative 
stated that he wasn’t aware of such  
standards and would find out for us. 
 
Leon Curtis, formerly the Director of 
Office of the Deaf and Hard of  
Hearing, said that the battle in Deaf 
education needs to end and it is not 
necessary to enter another round with 
SB 6491. 
  
The effort to keep SB 6491 from  
passing was successful. Many  
different groups came together to  
convince the Senate not to support the 
bill; Washington School for the Deaf 
Alumni Association, Washington 
School for the Blind Alumni, WSD  
union members, WSD staff members, 
Deaf, hard of hearing, blind and  
deaf-blind adults and their family 
members and friends. 
 
SB 6491did not go through the Senate 
floor. Yet it is not the end of our       
efforts. The priority of the WSAD  
Education Ad-hoc Committee now is 
to work with CDHL in creating  
standards for educational interpreters. 
 

(ICED continued from page 5) 
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Washington State Registry 
of Interpreters for the Deaf (WSRID) 

Wants to let you know there are two different 
events in November: 

Please come and join with us! 
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NOTICE: The correct website URL is:  

whitehouse.gov/live 
 
On Friday, October 8, President Barack 
Obama will sign the Twenty-First Century 
Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 
2010 into law and deliver brief remarks on the 
impact of this law on individuals with            
disabilities. Bobbie Beth Scoggins, President 
of the National Association of the Deaf (NAD) 
with Chief Executive Officer Nancy Bloch and 
Law and Advocacy Director Rosaline Crawford 
will be on hand to witness this historic event at 
the White House, which will be streamed on 
whitehouse.gov/live. 
 
The NAD applauds Congress for passage of 
this landmark legislation will improve access to 
communication, television, and the Internet for 
people who are deaf, hard of hearing, late 
deafened and deaf-blind.  
 
“The Twenty-First Century Communications 
and Video Accessibility Act is one of the most 
significant victories for our community since 
the Americans with Disabilities Act was signed 
20 years ago. It will enable 36 million deaf and 
hard of hearing people to participate in the 
Internet age by ensuring captioning of          
television programs on the Internet, a closed 
caption button on television remote controls, 
hearing aid compatibility for Internet             
telephones, and communications equipment 
for individuals who are deaf-blind, and more,” 
said Bobbie Beth Scoggins, NAD President. 

“While we fell short in some areas, such as   
requiring web TV  

episodes distributed only on the Internet to be 
captioned, this is a step in the right direction to 
make the web accessible. For many of us, the 
quality of our lives depends on an accessible 
Internet and we appreciate Congress’           
recognition of this essential civil right.” 
 
The passage of this Act culminates a            
legislative process that has involved            
congressional hearings, intensive discussions 
with various companies and trade                 
associations, and extensive advocacy by the 
Coalition of Organizations for Accessible   
Technology (COAT) of which the NAD is a    
co-founder, leader, and steering committee 
member. COAT, a coalition of more than 300 
organizational affiliates, promotes full access 
by people with disabilities to evolving high 
speed broadband, wireless and other Internet 
Protocol (IP) technologies. Other COAT         
co-founding organizations include the      
American Association of People with           

Disabilities, American 
Council of the Blind, 
American Foundation for 
the Blind, and             
Communication Service 
for the Deaf.  The Twenty

-first Century Communications and Video      
Accessibility Act (S. 3304) will significantly    
increase accessibility for Americans with      
disabilities to the indispensable                    
telecommunications technology tools of the 
21st century by:     

NAD Applauds Passage of 21st Century  

Communications and Video Accessibility Act 



Making TV program guides and selection menus 
accessible to people with vision loss 
Providing Americans who are deaf the ability to 
watch new TV programs online with the captions 
included 
Mandating that remote controls have a button or 
similar mechanism to easily access the closed 
captioning on broadcast and pay TV 
Requiring that telephone equipment used to 
make calls over the Internet is compatible with 
hearing aids 
For low-income Americans who are both deaf 
and blind, providing up to $10 million per year to 
purchase communications equipment to access 
the telephone system and the Internet so these 
individuals can more fully participate in society. 
“This Act was achieved through bipartisan     
support.” said NAD President Scoggins. “The 
NAD looks forward to working with the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) on the  
rulemakings expected over the next several 
years to fulfill the requirements of the Act. With 
the continued support of our members we will 
ensure that the final regulations provide the    
access that deaf and hard of hearing people 
need.” 
 
The NAD would like to recognize and thank a 
number of members who played a key role in 
moving the legislation forward. In the U.S.    
Senate, the bill was championed by Senator 
Pryor (D-AR), with the support of Senator Kerry 
(D-MA), Senator Rockefeller (D-WV), Senator 
Hutchison (R-TX), and Senator Ensign (R-
NV).  In the U.S. House, it was authored and 
championed by Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA), with 
the support of Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA), 
Rep. Rick Boucher (D-VA), Rep. Joe Barton    
(R-TX), Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and Rep. Jay 
Inslee (D-WA). In addition, the NAD would like to 
recognize AT&T, Verizon, US Telecom, and 
Windstream who provided early and staunch 
support for the legislation. Furthermore, the NAD 

would like to thank the COAT steering 
committee representatives -- including NAD Law 
and Advocacy Director Rosaline Crawford -- 
who provided amazing dedication and           
commitment in shepherding this legislation 
through Congress. 
 
About NAD 
The National Association of the Deaf (NAD) is 
the nation's premier civil rights organization of, 
by and for deaf and hard of hearing individuals 
in the United States of America. Established in 
1880, the NAD was shaped by deaf leaders who 
believed in the right of the American deaf     
community to use sign language, to congregate 
on issues important to them, and to have its   
interests represented at the national level. 
These beliefs remain true to this day, with 
American Sign Language as a core value. 
 
The advocacy scope of the NAD is broad,     
covering a lifetime and impacting future        
generations in the areas of early intervention, 
education, employment, health care, technology, 
telecommunications, youth leadership, and more 
– improving the lives of millions of deaf and hard 
of hearing Americans. The NAD also carries out 
its federal advocacy work through coalition     
efforts with specialized national deaf and hard of 
hearing organizations, as well as coalitions     
representing national cross-disability                
organizations. 
 
Contact: Shane H. Feldman,                           
media.contact@nad.org or 301-587-1788. 
-- 
The National Association of the Deaf 
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 820 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3819 
United States 
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Washington State Association 
of the Deaf Mission 

We will collaborate with various 
groups of individuals and organiza-
tions across Washington State to 

enhance opportunities for deaf and 
hard of hearing people to be active 
participants in their communities. 

4626 Celia Way Unit #202 
Bellingham WA 98226 
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WASHINGTON STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF      
 JOIN WSAD! Add YOUR voice with us! 

 
 

RENEWAL AFFILIATE & MEMBER APPLICATION FOR 2010 
Circle One:  
  Member $20    Affiliate $30     
  Senior Citizen $15   Student (Under 18) $10  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________  
  
Address:_____________________________________________________  
  
City, State, Zip Code: __________________________________________  
  
Phone/Video Phone # (stay confidential)__________________________  
  
E-Mail: ______________________________________________________  
  
MAKE A DONATION 
General Fund__________ Endowment Fund_________ 20/20________  Member Fee __________ TOTAL __________ 
 
Print this and make check or money order payable to WSAD and mail to: 
Maria Christianson 
Membership Coordinator 
4626 Celia Way Unit #202 
Bellingham WA 98226 
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