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2012 Events

ASL Films
Pancake Feed .. April 28
June 24-28
NAD Conf. ....... July 3-7
August 11
Deaf Expo ...October 20

f

Follow us

ASL Films: Versa Effect

Saturday, April 7
7:00 PM—9:00 PM
Door opens at 6:00 PM
Mt. Tahoma High School
4634 South 74th Street
Tacoma, Washington

$11 Admission

English Subtitles
DVD Sales Available
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4 Senate Bill 2765—Educational Interpreter A

By James Christianson

A deaf senior student from
Snohomish High School went to
Olympia with a classmate to meet with
Rep Kathy Dalquist last Fall to share
their frustration with signers (non-
certified interpreter) in classroom. Rep
Dalquist wrote the Senate Bill 2765:
“"Concerning to qualification of

educational interpreter” to

set a performance standards (j({\\\"

for each educational (:/("\F\]\

interpreter by using @ VW@
assessments at all school ) 4

districts in LA
State. See HB 2765 at
www.leg.wa.gov for detail.

This bill was read on Friday,
February 2, 2012 and referred to
Education Committee.

On Thursday, February 16, the deaf
student went to a public hearing with
the Education Committee to discuss
the bill. The hearing classmate shared
their view of the deaf classmate’s
education being impacted because a

Washington ——«(——

signer missed so many information. A
teacher at the hearing expressed his
concern of lag time that also impacted
hearing students. A representative
from Association of Washington School
Principals (AWSP) appeared as well
and said “where is the money for
educational interpreters?”

I contacted the office of Rep. Sharon
Santos to follow up on this
bill. They said it didn't go out
| of committee to the floor of
the house for voting this
time, but it can be used in
the next session (Jan 2013).

In 2006, a committee from
WSAD, WSRID, OSPI and WSD got a
bill of educational interpreter to pass
with the governor's signature, yet
OSPI hasn't enforced the bill since.

Please support this bill by contacting
Rep. Santos and your local legislators
to continue this bill to support all deaf
students. Find your local legislators on
www.leg.wa.gov.

Deaf Education is one of WSAD’s

(G

signer did not relay all instructions. priorities. Please join WSAD—more
\The deaf student also shared that a members, more teamwork. )
4 )
2nd Annual Pancake Feed
Saturday, April 28, 2012 We will provide delicious pan-
cakes, eggs, sausages, berries,
8:00 AM—12:00 PM juices, and coffee. You can just
come in anytime between 8:00
PSAD Hall AM—12:00 PM to purchase an
2407 1/2 NW 60th Street overflowing plate to fill up your
Seattle, Washington stomach for the day. Also, we
will sell WSAD mugs and T-
$5.00 Member shirts there. Hope you can
$8.00 Non-member come and enjoy with us!
$3.00 Youth
o J

The mission of the Washington State Association of the Deaf is to promote, protect and preserve the rights and

quality of life of deaf and hard of hearing individuals in the state of Washington.
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Secretary
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WA Human Rights of Commission

By Michael Gough

Have you ever went to your doctor
or any medical appointment but only
to find out that it was cancelled due
to no interpreter? Or they failed you
on providing you an interpreter?

60% of the health medical in the
state of Washington have failed to
provide ASL interpreter for the Deaf
patients. Their reasons do varies
from due to lack of local interpreters
to lack of knowledge on how to use
the VRI. It is against Federal ADA
law not to provide you the equal

access communication on your
health issues with the medical
experts.

Often the medical services has the
exclusive contract with one agency
thus it prevented them from having
the pool of interpreters being
available for your appointment.

You file a short but accurate
information thru email. They will call
you and ask you for more detail
information.

Be patient as they need time to
investigate and make the findings.
They will not involve with your
lawsuit as they are neutral agency.

You have less than 90 days from
the appointment date to file the
complaint with:

State of Washington

Human Rights Commission

711 South Capitol Way, Suite 420
PO Box 42490

Olympia, Washington 98504-2490

(360) 753-6770 * 1-800-233-3247

Website: www.hum.wa.gov

A NOTE FROM THE DTL DIRECTOR

By Maria Christianson, DTL Director

I'm excited and honored to take on and

e Create personal and community

NAD Delegate
James Christianson, Jr.

Endowment Fund

Eric Raff (6 years)

Allie Joiner (2 years)
Richard Jacobs (4 years)
Larry Petersen (8 years)

2013 WSAD Conference

TBA
Chairperson—VACANT

Contact:
info@wsad.org

i)

NAD Region 1V Reps
John P. Evans—WA
Julie Rems-Smario—CA

NAD President
Bobbie Beth Scoggins

NAD CEO
Howard A. Rosenblum

carry the torch as the Director for the only change ) .
deaf camp in Washington State, Deaf Through an interactive, weeklong camp

Teen Leadership camp, in summer 2012, experience, students learn and practice

This will be DTL's 6" year to provide essential skills. Workshops are held
leadership skills to deaf relating to character building,
teenagers. 1 worked as a leadership, communication,
Facilitator for 2 years for a integrity, self-identity, advocacy

and teamwork. Students at Deaf

group of deaf teenagers. It )
Teen Leadership also have the

was inspiring to watch the ; )
unknown and leave after 5 Cispus challenge course,
days of enriching experience participate in Deaf culture

in discovering and developing enrichment activities and meet
their leadership skills as an individual and ©Other Deaf and hard of hearing youth from
as a team member. high schools across Washington.

How you can support DTL and our
future deaf leaders is host fundraise

The Deaf Teen Leadership camp has four '
events, donate, encourage potential deaf

key goals: young leaders to apply for this camp, and
e Empower Deaf and Hard of Hearing provide workshops/presentations on

youth leaders.
More information can be found on

* Foster personal growth www.wsad.org/dtl and I can be reached at

dtlcamp@wsad.org.

e Encourage confidence

Numbers of Members for 2011: 123
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http://www.wsad.org/dtl

WSAD President’s Corner

Greeting Membership!

I am so thrilled to have new board members this year
and so grateful to have former boards who contributed
to this organization a big time. Thank you. We just had
a retreat at Warm Beach to learn more about effective
governance and ethical practice such as accountability.
Also, we learned more about the laws and regulations,
code of ethics, conflicts of interest, “Whistleblower”
policy and board responsibilities. All of attendees
benefited from this retreat because new and old boards
shared their knowledge, experiences, and professional
backgrounds.

Right now, we still have a vacant position of Internal
Affairs of Vice President in Boards. This position is to
oversee the bylaws, policy procedures and financial. A
member needs to be more than a year in a good
standing. If you are interested to take this position,
please contact me at president@wsad.org. I am more
than happy to answer any questions.

I am so thrilled that WSAD will have sixth annual
Deaf Teen Leadership (DTL) summer camp this year.
Maria Christianson is currently the director with Donna
Sorensen as the assistant director. Hope we will have
24 Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing students from different
schools in statewide of Washington State. DTL will
need your big support by donating money. One buck
does make a big difference.

We hired Certified Public Accountant (CPA) named
Orphalee Smith, C.P.A. in Bellingham to resolve the IRS
situation. Right now, she extended tax return for 2010
to March. We are waiting for a result from IRS on Form
8734 five year (2005-2009) and then she can use this
information for 990-PF Form of 2010 and 2011 to
complete. We are prepared to pay the penalty fees to

51st Biennial WSAD Conference

WE NEED YOU!

Get involved and help us plan for 2013!
WSAD is looking for a chairperson to develop a
group of planning committee to host the 51st bi-
ennial conference. The committee plans for the
reception, workshops, activities, elections, ban-
quet and any other creative ideas for everyone in
Washington State. Please join us! Contact Vice
President of External Affairs: vpe@wsad.org.

IRS for late report, but IRS said we can write an
abatement letter to request a waiver or reduction.
WSAD Board approved to pay from Endowment Fund.
WSAD has been a private foundation under 501c3
nonprofit status. After all of this is resolved, WSAD will
be reinstated back to public charity status of an
nonprofit organization.

Now onto law issues, I am disappointed that Senate
Bill 2765: "Concerning a qualification of educational
interpreter” didn‘t go through to the House to pass,
but we truly believe that Office of Superintendent of
Public Instruction (OSPI) will not endorse our
expectation of qualified educational interpreters for
school districts all over the state due to “funding”. Like
a deaf student from Snohomish High School mentioned
that Washington State is one of the eight states that
doesn’t have a law requiring all schools to provide high
standards of educational interpreters. My question is,
how much does an IEP (and Section 504) student get
money annually? I didnt see anybody from Deaf
community to present in a public hearing to support
him and the bill. Hope that we will arrange a big group
to support this bill to pass in the next session.

WSAD is proud to sponsor deaf students from two
schools, Washington School for the Deaf ($100) and
Edmonds-Woodway High School ($100) to attend the
National Academic Bowl at Gallaudet University from
April 12th to 16th this year. Also, WSAD sponsors
National Deaf Disc Golf Championship ($500) which will
happen from July 11 to July 14 in Seattle! Good Luck!

ASL Films event had to be postponed due to weather
condition and will partner with Northwest Rainbow
Alliance of the Deaf (NWRAD) and Mt. Tahoma High
School ASL students to make an April 7 event exciting!

Biennial NAD Conference 2012

Louisville, Kentucky

National Association of the Deaf (NAD) will be
hosting the 51st Biennial Conference in Louisville,
Kentucky from July 3rd to July 7th at Hyatt Re-
gency Louisville and the Kentucky International
Convention Center this year. ASL Festival will
take place in the same area at the same time.
Please check the website about the conference,
www.nad.org, for details.

Endowment Fund Update

As of December 31,

2011

=

the total account of

WSAD Endowment Fund is

$141,943.
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Washington State
Association of the Deaf
P.O. Box 15890
Seattle, WA 98115

WASHINGTON STATE ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF

JOIN WSAD! Add YOUR hands with us!

Membership Application

(Circle One)
First time $10 Renewal $20 Senior Citizen $15 Student (Under 18) $10
Name
Address

City, State, Zip Code

Phone/Video Phone

E-Mail
CHOICE OF NEWSLETTER
(Circle One)
Electronic Newsletter Printed Mailing
MAKE A DONATION
General Fund Endowment Fund DTL Member Fee

TOTAL

Make checks payable to WSAD and send to
WSAD Membership Coordinator
P.O. Box 15890, Seattle, WA 98115

All information are confidential.
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